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The first official shakedown of the rapid Retoga now
with Sigma power and featuring a sequential transaxle
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$% SCORPION’S BACK

The San Remo Rally throws
up more than gravel. We bag

@ the first official test of the all-
s new road legal Fiat Grande
Punto Abarth. Hold tight...
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f you care to trace back through the

yearsasfarastrackdayspecia.lsgu

the market has pushed the boundaries

from ‘purely track’ to ‘race’ for an

obscene amount of time. Ex-multi-

SPorts race cars were first used on
track days along with single seaters (before
being banned) a long time before the whole
SPorts prototype style bubble was created by
none-other than the great Radical Sports Cars
ten years ago. Taking a bigger step into road
legal territory with its SR3 was a brave move and
in turn inspired other manufacturers to bravely
follow suit,

However it was a pretty pointless exercise. Yes
1twasf|m.especia]]yaslwasluckyanough to
enjoy some very lairy cars on the road, much like
Westfield's XTR-4, but ultimately they were liked
caged animals on the highways, just itching to

clip an apex, Okay, the suspension was softened,
the ride height adjusted to avoid sleeping
policeman and, in Some, cases the power
reduced but these were ideally race cars built
for one purpose, to race. In fact, having the road
Setup actually took away from the true driving
experience,

The result was hardcore track day enthusiasts
arriving at the circuit with their road legal
specials on trailers. Pointless? Well not when
You consider that now probably some 30-40%
of track day attendees will arrive with their ‘toy’
on a trailer. That ‘toy’ is also a special car for the
job. The times are changing when experiencing

i car is good enough,
especially when you consider just how
times a year you could spend at the tracks.

I know because every month our sister title,

Circuit Driver, has hundred’s of dates for track

RETOGA

days from all the specialist organisers in the
industry. In peak periods of the year (May, June,
July and August) you could effectively spend a
full week and then Some at a number of different
venues depending on how deep your pockets
are. Come to think about it, if you include
European dates you could seriously do months of
non-stop track action. But, in your everyday car?
Not me.

Which is where the likes of the track day

oga from Kellforms,

making skills combined with the latest
echnology it provides some of the
highest quality worlk in design, measurement
and machining capabilities for its client roster
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kay the
important

bit, how did

it drive? It's

a bit of an
adventure getting aboard but once
I was strapped in (including the

all important anti-sub strap) you're

left with an amazing view. If you
miss an apex or clipping point in a
Retoga, shame on you because the
only blind spot is what'’s directly
behind you. Kevin did actually

fit in a little rear view camera

(it wasn't connected when [ was
driving unfortunately) so he could
see what was coming up but you'll
be lapping so quickly you won't
need it anyway.

Anyway, as [ dipped the tough
clutch and gave the gear lever a
good hefty tug there was a healthy
metallic clunk to remind me that
I was ‘in’ gear. To be doubly sure
the shift display pops up the
number ‘one’ in bright red led's
and eagerly made my way onto
the track. The stiff race setup had
bundles of rebound and made

the Retoga dart around eagerly

Sector 1:
Sector 2:
Sector 3:
Sector 4:
Start/Finish:
Max 'G' Reading:
30-60mph:
50-Z0mph:
Speed trap:

following any tramline like a
hungry puppy hovering up a
squiggly line of pedigree chum.
As soon as [ hit the track and
the speed increased it suddenly
became comfortable.

It was actually quite amazing
over the lumps and bumps along
the main the straight, particularly
when hitting its top speed at the
speed trap. It may seem flat but
the right side of the main run
way is rarely used, well unless
we're testing, so it can gather
dust at loose stones at times and
unsettle our test cars, especially
under braking for chicane three. ]
only managed two quick laps but
during my first flyer [ discovered a
small problem straight away.

Under extreme braking
conditions (like approaching
chicane three) the car would
grab on the offside front caliper
first and tug the nose off in the
same direction. On investigation it
seems the brake line is shorter on
the right side to the left, hence the
offside clamping first. A simple
T-piece and equal length lines are

17.28sec
19.92sec
16.90sec
27.45sec
1m21.55sec

1.11G (Lateral)

131.15mph

needed and all will be cured.

As I continued with this in mind
I punched in a Iminute 22seconds
straight. Not bad but I was
desperately trying to learn how
late I could brake and with how
much force. The Retoga had what
seemed to be an almost infinite
amount of grip with the rear
wing obviously working overtime
squashing the rear slicks into the
tarmac. [ braked too early and too
hard on my first lap, it was obvious
for me as [ approached chicane
one and had to accelerate again
before [ even made the turn.

You just never stop learning
in these type of sports prototype
style designed cars and since
the fitment of the Sigma engine
it certainly took me longer than I
thought to soak up just how quick
I was travelling. Without the bike
engine it's a much more relaxed
cockpit and every gear shift feels
positive and purposeful, like a
gTOWN up more mature version
than it's buzzy bike engine older
brother which had me hanging on.

But it hasn't lost its excitement

that's for sure. With over 1G readings
from lateral movements you're
not left to rest easy and with near
identical lateral figures this thing is
efficient at going quick and stopping
in a straight line as it is cornering.
Not bad when you consider this is
only 1.6-litres in capacity... It pulls
you hard and quick through the rev
range with only fifth needing a slight
adjustment as it's slightly too long.
But what is its appeal? Well it's not
a traditionally fun drive, say like
you expect from the likes of the
F27 over on page 70, that's for sure.
No, this a much more sophisticated
tool, one that will deliver you a
pin sharp and rapid lap, time-
after-time. Trying to judge how
quickly you can take a corner can
in some cases be more addictive
than controlling a slide and that's
what the beautifully presented
Retoga Sigma is all about. The fact
you have the option to then further
yourself and race it should be the
deciding factor in buying one. B
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ith just 170bhp and a tad less torque it's no surprise the
Retoga has found itself among some very heavy hitters in
£, our table, namely the Lotus 240R, just thousandths ahead.
-*’ lIt's main rivals though here are realistically the Westfield XTR4 and, of
" lcourse the Radical 1100 Clubsport.
‘ | The Westfield has a mammoth engine in comparison and the 1.8T 20v
' % Turbo unit is renowned for its torque - perfect for a short blast around
Eos e TRC Test Track. Radical, on the other hand, and it's Clubsport (which
; 62\%3 its first creation...) relies on its lightweight and superb chassis

idynamics. There's definitely room for improvement...
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